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Matth. XV. 


' T = came 10 Feſus 
Scribes and Pharie 


ſes, which were of Jeruſalem, 


IRS , 

2. Why do thy Diſciples 
3 tranſgreſs the tradition of the 
$ Elders? for they waſh not their 
bends when they eat bread. 

3. Buy be anſwered and 
ſaid umo them, why do you 
alſo tranſqreſs the Command- 
ment of God by your tradi- 
tion 7 

4+ For God commanded, 
ſaying, Honour thy Father 
and thy Mother ; and he 
that curſetb Father or Mo- 
they, let bim de the 
death, 


5. But ye ſay, Whoſoever 
ſhall ſay to bis Father or bis 
Mather, It is a gift, by what- 
ſoever thou mighteſt be profi- 
red by me, 

6. And bonour not bis fa. 
they or bis mother, he ſhall 
be free. Thus bave ye made 
tbe Commandment of God 
of none effelt by your tradj- 
tion, 


Mark YU. 


I. Hen came togenber 
to bim the Phari- 
ſeer,and certzin of the Seribes 
which came from Jeruſalem. 
2. And when they ſaw ſome 
of bis diſciples eat bread with 
defiled (that is 10 ſay, with un- 
w4jben) bands theyfound fautr, 
3. For the Phariſees, and 
all the Fews, except they maſh 
their bands oft, eat not, bold- 
ing the tradition of the El- 
ders. 

4-And when they come from 
the market, except they waſh, 
they eat not. And many other 
things there be, which they 
heave received to bold ; as the 
waſhing of cups, and pots, bra- 
zen veſſels, and of tables. 

5. Then the Phariſees and 
Scribes ashed bim, Why walk 
not thy Diſciples according to 
the tradition of the Elders bus 
eat bread with unwaſten bands? 

6. He anſwered and ſaid 
unto them, Well bas Eſaias 
propbeſied of you hypocrites 3 


4s it is written, This people 


bonours me with their lips, but 
their beart is far from me. 
7, TE 


7. Te hypocrites, well did 
_ propheſie of you, ſay= 


#s 

8. This people draws nigh 
ano me with their mouth, and 
honours me with their lips ; 
but their beart « far from 
me. 

9. But in vain do they 
worſbip me , teaching for 


doftrines the Commandments 
of men, 


7. Hewbeit; is vein do 
worſbip me, teaching for d 
arins the cimendmems of 

8. For laying aſide the Com- 
mandment of God, ye bold the 
tradition of men, as the waſh 


ing of pots and cups, and many" 


other ſuch like things ye do. 

9. And be ſaid unto them, 
Full well ye rejeft the Com- 
mandment of God, that ye may 
keep your own tradition. 

Io; For Moſes ſaid, Ho- 
nour thy Father and thy Mo- 
ther, &c, 
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AN 
EXERCITATION 
O N 


At. 15, 19+. Mark 7, 1—13, 


$28. 1, HE impoſed uſe of __ 
ferencies has been ( like 

the Candanites to the Iſrae- 

lites) pricks in the eyes, 

and thorns (or goads) in 

the ſides of, i. e» matter of nal miſchief 
and vexation to, the Church of God almoſt 
in all ages ; Eſpecially, in the Fewiſb Church, 
when it drew towards the dregs, much of this 
ſediment appeared. How far the Papal, Anti- 
#briſtian Church is oyer.run with this ill hu- 
mour, 1s notorious : And it's one great evil 
which our Engliſh Church now and 
pa under at this day. 'Tis this, which has 
the apple of contention, and bone of 
diviſion ; the ſtone of ſtumbling, and rock of 
offence among us, ever fince the beginning of 
the Reformation, in the time of our Fofiab, 
' King 


[2] 
King Edward the 6th. And after many years 
freedom from this itch, it brake out again 
ſome years ſince, to our great diſturbance, 
and ſcratching of one another. 

Now for the berter fixing our judgments 
concerning either our Liberty or Reſtraint 
in ſuch caſes, 1ſhall enter upon a {trit exa- 
mination, and narrow conſideration of this 
portion of Scripture , which furniſhes us 
with one of the maſt pregnant, and pertinent 
inſtances, or Hiſtorical paſſages to this pur- 

ſe, in the whole New Teltament ; which 

ſhall examine from top to toe, that thereby 
we may diſcover how far forth it will help us, 
either one way or other, i, e, cither for Con- 
formity, or Nog-cogformity , in ſuch like 
caſes. 


Sel. 2. The whole paſſage contains a diſ- 
courſe between Chriſt, and the $Scxybes and 
Phariſees, concerning the obſervation of che 

raditiogs of the Elders , occafion's by the 
Diſciples ncgle& thereof 5 for which the 
Scribes and Phariſees jmplead then to their 
Maſter, and quarrel bim abour ic: In 
which he vingicates 'em at large, 209 blows 
up the very faundation of their complaiac, 
by ſhowing the govalidity, yes iapicty, of 
theſe Traditions, This is the general pro- 
Ipet? of the hole, In handbag of which, 
I hall 6rft diſtinctly coufides che feyeral par- 
ticulars ; ang then make {ych ReficRions up- 


ON 


} 


C3] 
00'em, 2nd draw ſack Inferences from %«m, 
as they narwrally afford, and may be conduci. 
ble co my preſent deſign. 

The Parriculars contain'd'in the foregoing 
Gerieral; rake as follows, Here are (1) the 
Accuſers.. (2) The Accuſed. (3) The Acca« 


ſurion, (4): The Defence. 


Se#. 3, Firſt; The Accuſers 3 Scribes and 
Phariſees which were of Feruſalem ; or, which 
came from Feruſelem. Theſe may be conſidered 
both in reference. to their Coudlinios, Scribet 
and Phariſees x and in reference to their Habi- 
rtion, or the place from whence they came, 
Feruſalem. 

(1) Seribes ; this isa Title of Fun&tion or 

z; might be. enther Prieſts or 
Levites, for we Scribes of | both forts 5 
Prieſts, as web. 8.9. Exra the Prieſt the Scribe. 
So Exra 7; 11. Levites, as + Chron. 34. 13. Of 
the Levites there were Scribes, 8&c.' 1 Chron. 
24. 6 Shemajab, the ſon of Vethaneel the Scribe, 
one of the Levites, But which ſoever they 
were, they were, 2s to their Office and Em- 
oyment, - Teachers and Expounders of the 
wW in their Schools and Synagogues ; as 
Exre 7. 6. »=-=4 ready Scribe in the Law of Mo- 
ſes. v. to. He bad prepared bis heart to teach in 
Iſrael ſtatutes and judgements. Neh. 8.1--9,13, 
Matth. 7. 29. He taught them as one having au- 
thority, and not as the Scribes : and fo clſc- 
where. And henco | 
They 


[4] 
were commonly the moſt learned and 
——_ in che Law; as is implied by that 
queſtion, Marth, 17. 10. Why ſay the Scribes 
that Elias muſt firſt come > and therefore, ſaich 
Gerard, Dotlifſmi quique YeaupaTrti, vece- 
bantur : atid Brugenſis, Scribe ſcientie authori- 
tatem ſibi vendicabant. Upon this account 
Herod conſulted them about the place of 
Chriſt's Nativity,” Math. 2.4 


(z) Se8. 4. Phariſees ; they are generally 
ſpoken of as Teacbers too, Marth. 16: 6, L2.-- 
leaven, ic, the Doirine of the Phariſees. Theſe 
were ſuch as did ſeparate themſelves (as the 
word fignifies) from other men; Yee **-+; 

Negatively, (1) Not in tegard of refrain- 
ing their ſociery and conyerſe, cither publick 
or private; for, they ſate in the great Coun- 
cil with the Sad{ucees, As 23. 6. and Hero- 
dians, Mark, 3:6. went into other mens houſes, 
Mark 2, 15. "converſed with all forts of men 
to Proſelyte *em, Mat. 25.15. and conferred 
ordiaarily with Chriſt and-his Diſciples, as 
here, and elſewhere : Nor (z) in retraining” 
the publick aſſemblies, and places of public 
worſhip ; for Luke 6. 6, 7. there 'were Pha- 
riſees in the Synagogue at publick worſhip. 
Bur , 

Poſnively, Tn reſpeRt of a fingularity of 
Holineſs and D-yot:on, which they pretended 
unto, and took upon them to have, above- 
others. They'd ſeem to tranſcend the Rule - 
the 
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=Y 
ne State=Religion, and common Deyotion of 
he Nation 3 to be in a higher Form than 9- 
hers, and to train a note above Flz, inthe 
ſcale of Holineſs; and that in theſe rwo thi 
eſpecially :- (1) In extream ceremoniouſneſs; 
as in frequent waſhings, large PhylaRteries, 
Te. and (2) in extraordinary deyotion, as 
in long Prayers, much ſhow of Faſtings ; 
ztiching Miar, &c, 
| (3) Seribes and Phariſees joyn'd together. 
i They were both of them, as has been ſaid, 
] the great Preachers and Profeſſors of the 
* Law ; atd here, as frequently elſewhere, they 
; joyn together to oppoſe and oppreſs Chriſt 
[and hieDiſciples, and go hand in hand ; that 
what they cannot effe@ by fingle ſtrength, they 
may obtain by -their united forces, Scribes 
| wasa title of Fun@ion, and 
$ Phiriſce of Devotion: 4 
the one were pretenders to 
more than ordinary ſtrict. 
neſs in Religion, the other 
valued themſelyes upon the 
ſcore of their learning : 
And thus- under the Banners and Colours of 
pretended deyotion and learning, they fighs 
againſt Chriſt. 

(4) From Jeruſalem. (1) Not of the ordi- 
nary and common ſort, ſuch as did belong 
to every Synagogue in inferior Cities, but of 
the chief Ciry, Ferufalem; and ſuch were, 
likely, 


Brug. 


a Phariſei perfefioris ex- 
teriorum obſerovamia ex- 
emplum , ſcribe ſcientie au- 
thoritarem ſibi vendicabam. 


2 Hi dodring & religionis to- 
tius obtinebamt arcems Brug, 
Fudei in Gdliled ſubmiſe- 
runt Scribas & Phariſavs , 
nou vulgares illos, quales in 
ſingulic Galilee Syuagogis ba- 
bebantur, ſed qui Feroſolynss 
erant pre cipui,qui eruditione, 
ſolertis, & autborizate, addo 
etiam, {5 malitis reliquos ſu- 
peraban, Ger. Har 


- 


(57 
likely, « of the ableft and 
bitrereſt of then, and did 
excell the other Ruſticks in 
learning and craft, and 
perhaps, in malice too.) 
(2)They came a great way: : 
Chriſt was now in the land * 
of Genneſaret, Matth. 14. 
34. Mark 6.53. Which was 

a great way from Feruſa- 

lem, near a hundred miles, * 
as I find by the Map;| 
whereby we ſee, what pains © 


wicked men will take to oppoſe Chriſt, and 
create trouble to his Diſciples and S:rpants, 


Sef. 5. Brom all which particulars it is 


| 


obvious to obſerve, That corrupt Church- | 
men in high places, are the old, great ſtick- | 


lers for humane inventions, and ceremonious 
obſeryances, Theſe great Rabbies of the firſt 
magnitude, who ſhone with che greateſt our- 
ward ſplendor, were the great Engines to 
withdraw the people from Chriſt, and the 
chief Supporters and Pillars of their old 
Mumpſimus cuſtoms. And fo all along z None 
greater Enemies to pure, ſpiritual, Goſpel- 
worſhip, than Ceremony-mongers, and ſu- 
perititious Zealots. Luther had no ſorer op- 
poſites our of Ale-houſes, and Brothcl-houſes, 
than he had out of Religious Houſes, as they 
called 
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"called them. None more dangerouſly wound 


Religion, than they, who, before men, would 
ſeem the moſt zcalous Patrons and Promo. 
ters of it, It's often ſeen, that the more 
learned, the more lewd; Wickedneſs is 
thereby armed with weapons, both for 0f- 
fence and Defence. Unkandifed Learning, 
or learned wickedneſs,is ad1ui.; Iyvoa rae, 
as Ariſtotle ſpeaks. It is like a Sword in 2 
mad-mans hand, which enables him to caſt 
about firebrands, arrows and 
death ;, as it 1s Prov. 26.18. 
Hence Philoſophers are 
called by the Fathers, He- 
reticorum Patriarche ; the 
ringleaders and Captains of 
ſuch a5 fight againſt Chriſt, 


2. Set. 6. The Accuſed ; immediately 
and dircQly the Diſciples, why do thy Diſci= 
ples tranſgreſs, &c. but ſecretly and collate- 
rally, Chriſt himſelf z they ſhoot at him 
through the others fides; ang ſem to in- 
finuate, as if he were to be blamed for reach- 
ing 'em no better» and ſuffering *em ro walk 
ſo diſorderly, without reproving 'em for it: 
Thus they dealr alſo, .arth. 9. 14.---Why do 
we 4nd the "Phariſees faſt oft, bus thy diſciples 

aſs not ? | 

Hz I ſhall infiſt no further upon this , 
but haſten to that which I chiefly aim 
at, which is, the two following Poiats, 
K vie 


Nibil novi nec inſolens eſt, 

ut illi qui primatum ſibi in 
Eccleſis vindicam , primi 
etiam ſint, qui de opprimends 
Chriſto & Jus Evangelio » 
conſilia agitemt, Ger. 


[87 
. viz. The Accuſation ir ſaf, aad the De- 
fexte, | 


3. Se. 7. The Accuſation ir (elf, or 
the Praftice, or Uſage concerning which 
the Conteſt and Diſpute aroſe, which is, 

In General, 2 Tranſgreſſion of the Tradition 
of the Elders, or Diſobedience to the Injuntions 
0 Authority. 

Particularly, Edting with wittoaſhes bands. 
The former relates to the Authority enjoyn- 
ing ; The latrer is the Praftice enjoyned. 

As to the former, the Geheral, 1 con- 
fider (r) Who theſe Elders were. (4) What 

Was 2 Tradition of the Elders, 


* SeR, $8. Firſt, Who theſe Elders were. 
The word [ Elders] in its primary and origi- 
hal ſcnſe, relates to Age, and denores, cir 
Tuch as lived « greet while ; even till they 
carne to be old; or, ſuch as lived « great 
while ago ; thoſe of former times ; as Deut. 
32.7. Heb. 11.2, and fo 'tis the ſame with 
Eex ater, Maith.5. 21. and thence it's de- 
rived to fignifie mdſt commonly, both Dig- 
nity and Authority ; and ſo we fidd both in 
Hebrew, Greth,, Latin, and Engliſh (to name 
no more) the words importing Age or El- 
derſbip, vizs O'WP1, youre, Sexctiis, Al- 
_— do denote both Honour and Power. 


(1) This 


| 
| 
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; 


= 
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(1) This ſenſe is very frequerit both in' the 
Old and New Teftamene. I thall mention 
bur a few places of the chict.; 23 Dewi 22. 
15.--the Elders of City in the gate (the place 
of Judicature ).. And they are ſometimes 
called, Flders of the people, 1. ce. ſuch who 
h:d authority over the people; as Elders of 
4 Ciuy, are they that are in power 1n that 
City Thus Matth. 26. 3. Then aſſembled 
togerber the chief Priefts, and Scribes, aud 
Elders of the peojle. SO' c 37, 1. When the 
morning was come, all the chief Prieſts, and El- 
ders of the people 100k counſel, &c. 

Henee they ate commonly joyned with 
[Rulers] ; 2s » King. 10. 1, Febu wrote let- 
rers=-10 the Rulers of Fexreel; and to the Elders. 
AR. 4«8. Te Rulers and Eliers of Iſrael ; and 
they are very frequently joyn'd with [chief 
Prieſts, and Scribes and Vhariſees ;) and then 
the diſtintion chat was b:tween them, I 
conceive may be ſtated thus ; As they were 
diſtioguiſhe from rhe Pricjts, they ſeem ro be 
Lay-men (&s we call 'em), and as diſtinguiſhe 
from Scribes, they were fuch as were not 
_ up wholly in the ſtudy of the Law, 
or at leaſt did not make that their Profeſſion z 
bur were ſome'of che Nobility and Gentry, 
admitted to be Members of the Sanbedrim, as 
is moſt evident from theſe places following, 
AQs 21. 5. Toe High Prieft doth bear me wit« 
weſr, with all the eſtate of the Elders ; from 
whe alſo I received leners unto the bretbrex, 
K 2 and 


[10] 

aud went to Damaſcus, to bring them which were 
there, bound unio Feruſtlem, for 10 be punijht : 
and c. 24; 1. Ananias the High Prieſt de- 
ſcended with the Elders, who informed the Go 
vernour ag4inſt Paul. Matth, 26.59. Now the 
chief Prieſts and Elders, and all the Council, 
fought falſe witneſs ageinſt Feſus, 8c. Mark 
IF. I, The chief Prieſts beld « conſultation with 
the Elders and Scribes, and the whole (ouncil. 
So that nothing is more clear, than that they 
were Members of the Council, and perſons 
in, and of, Authority, 

I have been the more full in this point, 
becauſe Grotius is loc, thinks that theſe El- 
ders here mentioned , though they were 
learned and wiſe men, and ſo poſlibly might 
be Members of the Saubedrim upon that ac+ 
count z yet that the mention made of 'em 
here, does not relate to any ſuch capacity 
they were in; but only, as celebrated 
Teachers, who were not only famous in 
their Generations, but were had in great 
yeneration and eſteem in after=times, and 
their judgements and dogmes were of great 
authority, And ſo Bexs takes 'em too, on- 
ly for the ancient Doors, and not for 

rſons in authority, But even Grotius 

imſelf elſewhere (viz. in Afs 4. 5.) gives 
this account of 'em, Sexiores, idem quod Se 
natores, & conſules Urbium., Elders are the 
ſame with the Senate, or Court of Aldermen, 
or, at leaſt, Common-council-men, and Bare 
geſſes 
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[11] 
geſſes of Cities And the places foremen- 
tioned do moſt evidently and undeniably 
evince, that they were perſons 10 authority, 
and members of the Sanbedrim (as I faid be» 
fore) or great Council of the Nation : And 
therefore 


SelB, 9g. (2) They were the proper Judges 
of Eccleſiaſtical affairs, to whoſe cogni- 
ſance matters of Religion did apperrain. 
Hi dofrina © religions 101ius obtinebant arcem, 
& inquiſnionem proinde, cenſuramque dodrina- 
rum ſibi arrogabant. (ſommoti igitur fams cre- 
breſceme de Feſu , emiſerum + ſuis  quoſdam 
( ficut etiaom Mare. 3.22.) qui obſervarent 
quid doceret, quidque faceret, in Galiled, Fe- 
ſus, novus ile Doftor, ab ipſis nec miſſus, nec 
probatus, ſaith Brugenſis. 

And particularly, It was the peculiar 
priviledge of thoſe Doors who were 
Members of the great Council to frame 
ſuch Decrees, Conſtitutions or Traditions. 
This I gather from that paſſage of the 
Targum on Eceleſ. 12, 12, where it 1s ſaid, 
PIY277 1D ITTTND 227, which the 
Tranſlation in our Polyglot Bible renders 
QMagiſtri Sanhedrim, ſcil, duftores viarum ; as 
if 19771 were to be taken according to 
= proper ſignification of the word, from 
17%) ambulevit z whereas it is moſt uſually 
taken in the Meraphorical ſenſe, for Conſuc- 
tudo, ratio, mos, ritus, judicium ; and among 


K 3 the 


T1. 


the Rebbins and Talmudiſts it fignifies (ſaith 


Buxtorſf) (onſtitutio jurts, ſementia, deciſio, 
eraditio deciſa ; &-uſu ac conſuetudine recepts 
& approbats, ſecundum quod incedendum O& vi- 
wvendum. Lex. Talm. in yvoc. T7771 ; and ac- 
cordingly it 1s to be rendred here, Dolores 
ſHnedrii, qui ſunt Domini conſuetudinum, jroe 
conſtitutiomem juridicernum. The Dofors of the 
Council, who are the grand Maſters of Tre- 
ditions. And hence 

(3) We may cafily imagine the reaſon 
why the Scribes and Pharitees here, were 
ſo much congern'd at this negleR of the 
Diſciples, vix. becanſe their own Copy- 
hold was toucht, and their own authority 
lay at ſtake , inaſmuch as they were the 
Succeſlors of theſe Elders ; ſo thabthe-ſlighe 
that was put upon the one, redofinded to 
the diſparagement of the other. Non mirum 
Scribas violatione traditionum ſeniorum cito of- 
fenſos fuiſſe, quod eo & ipſorum autboritas 
eleveri videretur , qui jam Seniorum locum 
renerent , ilorum ſucceſſores, & inſtiturorum 
propegatores, ſaith Brugenſis, Hence Chriſt 
calls 'em your Traditions. 

Sv then, The Elders here meant were ſuch 
as lived in former times, who were perſons 
of great Dignity and Authority, to whoſe 
cogniſance matters of Religion did apper- 
tain, and to whom it belonged to form 
and frame theſe Conſtitutions or Tradi- 


tions, 
Where, 
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[13] 
Where, by the way, you may take p 
tice (and CA ou may take the 5-4 
betrer notice of it, know, That it is the 
Obſervation .of the prodigiouſly learned 
Dr. Stilingfleet ) That the word [ Elder] or 
Presbyter, according to the comiyon ule of 
it, has a higher CharaRter, and is of more 
excellent import, than the word [ Ziſbop] ; 
the former noting Dignity and Authority, 
(as has been ſhow'd )) ; the latter, only mat- 
ter of Duty, Charge, Trouble and Bukneſs. 
His words are, Emiozower, 4 name importing 
Duty more than Honour, and not 4 Title aboye 
Presbyter, but rather uſed by way of diminu- 
tion and qualification of the power implied in 
the neme [ Prerbyter]. Iren. p. 286, Bur this 
by the by. Thus you ſee, Who theſe El- 

ders were, \ 

23 The next thing to be ſpoken unto, is 
to ſhow, What the Traditions of theſe B1- 
ders were: And here I ſhall conſider (1) 
their Nature. (z) Originel. (3) Yalidity, or, 
what ſtreſs they laid upon 'em, 


SeZ. 10, Firſt, What a Tradition is, 4 
Tradition, in general, is ſomething delivered 
from one 10 another © \qnd it is twofold, ,Dj- 
wine, and Humane. 

(1) Divine, which is, cither matters of 
Dottrine, delivered cither by God. himſelf, 
or ſome immediately inſpired by him ; and 


fo, both the Verb megatifops, and the 


K 4 Nonn 


[14 ] 
Noun Tggocs are uſed concerning the 
points of Chriſtianity, Thus the A 

Paul received from God, and delivered to 
the Church the DoQrine of the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supp*r, x (or. 11. 23. and of 
Chriſt's Death and ReſurreRion, 1 (or. 15. 3. 
yea, the whol: Do&rine of the Golpel in 
general is a Tradition, delivered or conveyed 
to us, Rom. 6. 17. 2 The. 2. 15. Fude 3. 
Again, Divine Traditions reſpe& matters of 
Praftice alſo; and theſe are Conſtitations, 
or Ordinances appointed by God, or ſome 
immediately inſpired by him, for the uſe 
of the Church, as the word ſeems to be 
taken, 1 Cor. 11.2. Now 1 priiſe you Bre.. 
thres, . that you remember me in all things, and 
keep the Ordinances (Margin, Traditions ) as 1 
have delivered them to you. And more plain. 
ly 2 Thef. 3. 6. ' 

(2) Humane ; called here, Traditions of 
the Elders ; your Traditions, v. 3, 6. your 
own Traditions, Mark 7. 9. the Traditions 
of men, Mark 7.8. Col.z, 8. and of the Fa- 
thers, Gal. 1.14. And theſe likewiſe are 
either Dofrinal, concerning ſome points of 
Doftrine , as Afatth., 5. 21, &c. and there- 
fore are called expreſly the Doftrine of the 
Phariſees, and of the Sgdducees, Mazth. 16.12. 
Conceraing which, Grotius obſcryes, That 
that which the Greek, Philoſophers called 
Ihyua, Chriſt here calls $1873, 2 Do- 
Qrine, InſtraRion, Article, or point of Faith 3 
or 


# is an Ordinance, * Inftitu- 


[15] 
or elſe, they are Preffical, being cuſtoms 
and external obſeryances, inyented by men, 


and delivered from hand to hand from Fa- 


S ther to Son: and ſuch Traditions were theſe 
S here of the Elders ; and thoſe Col. 2. 20,21. 


And theſe are the Traditions under Conſi- 


* deration. 


Now ſuch a Tradition, 


tion, Canon, Conſtitution, 
Reſolution, Decifion, or 
Determination "of their 
Forefathers the Governours of the Church, 
delivered down from one to another, en- 


poſſumus., Eral. 


& joyning the obſervation of ſuch and ſuch 


Rites, Ceremonies or PraQtices. 
The former of theſe ſorts, viz. Divize 


3 Traditions, are the Rule and Ground of 
our Faith, Worſhip and Obedience; The 


latrer, Humane, do naturally produce Super- 
ſticion and Will-worthip : and of this ſort 
there were multitudes upon all occafions, 
ſo that the whole Talmud is little elſe than 
a ColleQion of 'em. I'le give you a taſte, 
and but a taſte of 'em, It was a Tradition, 
that on a Feltival-day it was not lawful to 
blow the fire with a pair of bellows, be- 
cauſe that had ſome reſemblance of a Me- 
chanick work ; but they mighe blow it 
through a hollow Cane. Again, On a Fe- 
ſtival-day it was not lawful to lay wood 
on the fire in an artificial manner, fo as 
to 


* weggdoorw, inftittum 


boc conſtirutionem vertere 


C16] 


to reſemble 2 building. But ,cnough of 


theſe. 


Sel. 11, Secqndly, What was the ground 
they went upon, or the occaſion'of their firſt 
broaching theſe Traditions? In general, it 
was,as they expreſs it, NVN7 JD FYUY? 
To wake a hedg to the Law, that men ſhould 
not break jn upon jt to tranſgreſs it.: and 
this was a ſpecious colour for all their 
Traditions; tor they pretending to make 
Conſtitutions to fence the Law from vyiola- 
tion, and to raiſe the obſervance of it the 
higher, they multiplied inventions and fan- 
cies of their own brains, and ſet 'em up 
for Laws, and ſo made the Law indeed no- 
thing worth. I ſhall give you an inſtance 
but zn one of 'em. The written Law for- 
bad, Thou ſhalt not ſeetbe a kjd in bis Mothers 
milk, Exod. 23.19. Now to make ſure, as 
they pretended, that this Law ſhould not 
be violated, they fenced it with this Tra- 
dition, Thou ſhalt not ſeethe any ficſb whatſo- 
ever in any milk whatſoever. 

Thus we ſce, how yery apt men are to 
ſer their poſts by God's Pillars, to light 
up their Candles ro his Sun, to pur their 
varaiſh upon his Gold, and, like Botchers, 
to patch their inyentions upon his Toſtitu- 
tions, The Fewiſh Rabbies, under a ſpeci- 
ous pretence of Piety, brought in whole 
loads of this kind of traſh, whuch they called 


Sepi- 


wa tc i&@& F< 


As for the particular grounds of particu- 
har Traditions, Ifhall haye occaſion to men. 
tion ſome afterwards. 


SeZ, 12. Thirdly, What was their Va- 


" lidiry } Of what account they were among 


the Fews, and what value, chey put upon 
'em, appears by many paſlages in their 
Authors, It is a Gying of Tulmudifts, 
WT TMTMNA NAN N2IMNAT Yerba Ca- 
bale equiparantzr verbis Legis. Here they 
ſet them cheek by jole (as we lay) with the 
Commands of God : but this is not all ; 
they ſet 'em even above the Law of God 
it (elf, and make that to lacquey behind : for 
this is another ſaying in the Talmud ( as 
Grotius quotes it) Plus eft in verbis Seri- 
berum quam in wverbis Legis; There's more 
weight in the words of the Scribes, than in the 
words of the Lew. And Dr. Lightfoot quotes 
another to the ſame purpoſe, The words of 
the Elders 'are more lovely than the words of 
the Law, and more weighty than "the words of 
the Prophets. Hence they ſay of this Tra- 
dition in particular, That be that eats bis 
bread with unwaſben bands, ſins as grievouſly 
a if be lay with « Whore. So ſaith &. Foſe in 
Talm. 


7189 


ſerves to dye for it; and accordingly, water 
being once brought to him both for drink- 
ing and waſhing, and the greateſt part of it 
being caſually ſpile, the remainder he uſed 
for waſhiog, ſaying, That it's better 10 dhe, 
then 10 tranſgreſs the tradition of the Elders. 
And this is 2 ſaying too, among them, Who- 
ſoever dwells yn land of Jſrael, and cats 
his ordinary food after a cleanly manner , 
and ſpeaks in the holy language, and faith 
over his PhylaQeries morning and evenin 
ay be confident that he ſhall obrain happ1- 
neſs in the world to come. 

But leſt any ſhould rake theſe Traditions 
for matters of Counſel only, or bare opi- 
- nion, Which laid no manner of obligation 
upon them, ahd becauſe a paſſage of Gretius, 
formerly quoted and animadyerted upon, 
may ſcent to look that way (though what 
has been ſaid already under this laſt head, 
does abundantly prove what an high opi- 
nion they had of them in point of their ob. 
ligatorineſs ) Yet further, as I ſhow'd be- 
fore, that the word { Elder] denotes perſons 
of a publick CharaQer, and ſuch as were in 
places of power and authority , and not 
only perſons in a private capacity ; ſo I 
ſhall further prove,, by ſeveral Arguments, 
that the Traditions of theſe Elders were 
not points of opinion only, but matters of 
injunRtion and command, 

Sel, 13: 


Talm, Sota. &. 1. yea, faith 3. Akibe, be det- 
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Pony 
SeB, 13. (1) Thi ition is 

called P'OIN Ina 2 PrecepCof the wi 

men, both by Marmonides in Hilcbos Bracbos, 
E, 6. ſe, 2, "IYD'DOIN INSD DIV NP WI, 
Waſbing the bands t 4 preceys of the wiſe men, 
to which we are abſolutely bound 10 yield obe- 
diexce, according to what is written, Deurt, 17. 
11. According to the ſentence of the Law which 
they ſball reach thee---thou ſhals do. And alſo 
by the Talmug, Waſhing of bands is by reaſon 0 
the command of the wiſe men. And acco 


ugly, -X 

(2) Theſe Traditions are called, Com- 
mendments of men, here by Chriſt, Mark 7. 7. 
and oppoſed to the Commandments of God, 
ve 8. and what is called in one verſe, « Tra- 
dition, is called in the other, ,, Command. 
ments of men; ſo that they ſeem to be con. 
vertible terms, Mark 7- 7, 8. In vain do 
they morſbip me, teaching for dofrines the com- 
mandments of men. For lajing aſide the Com- 
mandment of God, ye hold the tradition of 
men, &c. 

(3) The word [trexſgreſs] ( Why do thy 
Diſciples tranſgreſs the tradition of the Elders ?) 
implics, that they held them obligatory ; 
and that theſe Traditions laid an obligation 
upon them ; for, why elſe do they tax the 
Diſciples for the tranſgrefſion thereof , if 
they did nor take '*em to have the nature of a 
law ? For, Tranſgreſſion properly belongs to 
a law, or ſomething that has a binding power 
in it, r Fobs 3. 4. (4) The 


'[20) ; 

(4) The: drift and defign of aur Savi- 
our's Anſwer and Vindication, is to ſhow 
that the people were not obliged thereby, 
and that theſe Traditions were of no force 
or validity at all ; which ſhows that they 
look't upon 'em as obligatory. 

(s) Theſe Elders, who were the Authors 
of theſe Traditions , were members of the 
Senate, and Rulers ( as was proved afore), 
and conſequently, a Tradition, or Deciſion 
of rheir's, had the nature of a law, and was 
of a binding power, being the a@ of the 
whole we z as we find it was inthis par- 
ticular caſe: for the whole body of the 
Council eſpouſed the quarrel of this Rite; 
for Excommunicated &. Flieger , be- 
cauſe he ſlighted this Ceremony of waſh- 
ing of hands ; and then when he was dead, 
they commanded a great ſtone to be laid 
on his Coffin, in token of their dereſtation 
of him; or to note, That his Coffin was 
to be ſtoned ; faith the Talmud, is Edzjorb, 
Cap. 5- 

(s) The Hebrew Edition of . Matthew by 
Mnafter, renders [ traditions of the Elders) 
by CIpPIAIITMIYY. Now TV is ren- 
dred by Buxtorf, Pafum, decretum, ſtaturum, 
conſtiturio, ſememia ; from 13 decernere, 
ſtatuere, definire, 

And thus we have diſpatch't the confide. 
ration of the General ground of their com- 
plaint, viz. A tranſgreſſion of ray 
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of. the Elders, By ſhowing, Wikd-cheſs B1- 
dets- were»: What 2 Tradition of the Ek 
ders was, both as co the Nacure, Ground, and 
Validity thereof. 

Cotte we row to the particilter: cauſe of 
their quarrel, viz. Eaing with wnive 
bands Audhhere many things offer chetnſelyes 
to our coffideration : As 


SeB#, 14 (7) This waſbing. is called by 
the Femr TNYD7 DM NYUL Lifring up 
the bands (viz. to waſh) for dinner ; becauſe 
in waſhiog chey lifted theta uy in'a formal, 
ceremoniotis manner (as we ſhall fee arion), 
or, as St. Mi#h cxpteſſes it, quypy dit 
gently. | 

(a) The &abbins fay it was to' be uſed 
only before the eating of ordinary bread. 
Thus Mainiby; in Hilchos Brdthof; ©: 6. ſe&r. 
Luircungile comiedit pajem ſhper qtid convents 
recitate benediftiodnem iftam BentdiZus, BC. 
qui educir pantera & rerrd ,' opus baber Levare 
manus 4 ivitib & fine, etienſi ft penis com- 
muikdd. (The R whefcof the learned 
Reader may ſte in Frxworf's Diſcourle De 
lotione manuum, ſet. 11.) And thirefore you 
may obſtryt that expteſs mietition ts made 
of bread here ſeyeral times, Maith. rg. 2. 
Mark 7. 1, 5. And therefore they allow'd a 
man to eat fruit, cheeſe; herbs or fiſh with 
\itiwaſhen hands. 


* (3) This 


[22] 
(3) This #4ſbing was from NAN WY, 
the ends of the ngers, wherewith they took , 
their meat, PB uſque 4d am , 
$0 the joyning 3 which ſome underſtand, of che 
Jjoyning, the fingers to the hand, but moſt 
g y, of the joyning of the hands to 
the arm, at the wriſt ( and not of the joyn. 
ing up at the elbow, as Cepellus contends ;) 
for which Buxtorf produces tnany paſſages 
in his YFiadic. Exercis. is biſt. Inſti. (ev. 
Domin. adverſ. animad. Lud. Capelli. ſeB. 55. 


Seb, 15. (4) For the Manner, it was per- 
formed, either by pouring the water upon 
the hands by another perſon, or by one's 
ſelf, if none elſe were at hand to do it; 
or clſc by dipping the hands in the water. 
If it were done by pouring, the water was to 
be poured upon the hands two or three 
times, Firſt, If the hands be dirty, to 
cleanſe *'em from the dirt 3 (z) To take 
away the moral uncleanneſs ( as they ac- 
counted it), (3) To cleanſe rhem from that 
ſecond water, which took the moral un- 
cleanneſs ro it ſelf, and therefore muſt all 
be waſhed off. ; 

Several other Rules and Directions are 
given, both as to the Cuality and Cute» 
tity of ' the water; as alſo concerning the 
Veſſel that the water is to be put into, which 
may be ſeen in the forementioned Author, 


ſet. 24-28. 
(s) They 


g4 58373 EY 


wa, 
(s) They were to lift up their hands 


| + ape it was called vetiles jadajim, as was 


id) that the water might not run back 
from the hands to the finggrs, 20d ſo defile 
them again : for they held, that the water 
that was poured upon the hands did cog- 
ug motal defilement. thereby , as was 


(6) They were to off Rings, Plai- 
ſters, or any ſuch a has Was Hol the 
hands, and to rub 'em well; and then dry 'em 
thor y. 
 Thele things I have run over briefly, thac 
I might haſten to the following particulars, 
which are more to my purpoſe. 


SeF, 16. (5) This uſage or praftice of 
waſhing the hands before meat , was nor 
contrary to the Word of God, 'or ary 
where forbidden by it in Yong Ie 
is no where aid in the whole Bible, Thou 
ſhalt got waſh thy hands before meat, 'no 
more than it is aid '2ny where, Thou” ſhaſe 
tot baptize with , the ſign of the Crofs; 
Thou ſhalt not wear 2 lice, &e. Niy, 


(8) It was fo far from that , thiat they 


- nes a particular ground from Scrip- 


for it, viz that command, Zevit. 15.11, 
Whomſoever be touches that bath the i/ſhe, and 


£24) 


& 
bis cloaths, &c. The account of which yott -* 
have at large in the Talmud, Meſſecteth, 


Col. 1. (as'tis quoted by Buxtorf in the fore- 
mentioned Diſcourſe , ſe#, 4, 5. ) in theſe 
words, 1D) OT N7V, Lotio maxuum ad 
communem (5 prophanum cibum eſt propter co- 
baſionem Trume, (concerning which, ſee his 
Lex.” Talm, Voc: MQINN). imo etiam propter 
praceprum ſapientum, Luale preceptum ? Avai 
dixit, Ilud praceptum, quo jubemur obtemperare 
verbis ſkjiemrum, Rabba dixit ; Imo proper 
id quod R, Eliexer ben Erech dixit, qui docuit, 
ex eo quod ſcrigtum eſt Levit. 15.11. Omnis 
autem quem tetigerit ſeminifluus, & manus ſuas 
non 4bluerit aqu#, &c. collegiſſe ac decreviſſe 
ſapiemes, lotionem manuum eſſe tx lege. Gro- 
ris in loc, gives another account of it, viz. 
That theſe Fewiſh Rabbies thought that if 
any uncircumciſed perſon, or any one of 
their own Nation legally unclean, had rouch- 
ed cither the meat or drink, or any other 
thing that did touch the meat or drink , 4s 
their hands wherewith -they were to take 
the meat or drink, or had touch't the pots 
wherein the meat was boil'd, or the cups 
out of which they were to drink, that then 
the meat or drink was defiled, and did com- 
municate its defilement or uncleanneſs firſt 
to the body, and then to the ſoul of the per- 
ſon that did eat or drink thereof : where- 
upon, as an Antidote or Remedy oo 


a a AN. > co © mas. 
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—_ 
*.theſe cleanly perſons preſcribed, ſuch a, ce- 


remonious, © methodical, artificial kind of 
waſhing, But I take the former account 
our of their own) Authors, to be th# molt 
authenrick, and pertigent, 
Whereby we may perceive that this Tra- 
dition of theirs Has the adyantage of out 
Ceremonies, for there is no particular pre- 
cept alledged for the eſtabliſhment or coun. 
tenancing any of them z yel, there's lirrle 
or nothing of Reaſon can be ſaid for 'em, 
(And in this reſpet indeed they may be 
called Innocent Ceremonies ; 4s we call thoſe 
Innocems , who. have nothing of Reaſon in 
'em ; ) but their Defenders, when aſſaulted 
with Reaſon, are fain to ſhelter chemſclyes 
under the wings,of Authority, and cry King's 
Tuce, as boys do, i, e. They are commande 
Authoruy, aod therefore we mult yie! 
dience, when. we are enjoyned nothing 
that is contrary to the Word of God : But 
though they pretended warrant from Scrip- 
7... « 
(s) They did, not enjoyn it as immedi- 
ately binding.the'conſciehce, or commanded 
by God qareRly, bur only by conſequence ; 
and therefore they call'd it MON MYA, 
(as was ſaid before) s Precept of the wiſe 
mes, 2nd ſaid it was D'"P\D NNND one of 
the words - or \ commands of the Seribes , but 
that irwas nor NIV NNTO any of the com- 
wends of the law, L 5 Nay 


[26] KB 
he ſeem to be of 
Perl (Cafe might 9 ee e6dr5 malke 


iece of » Which 
no doubt but boch Chriſt atd 1 
might uſe upot occaſion, only as 2 


matter of civi wherein on was 
not concern'd rude one way or 7 agg 
ther it were done or not. 

And this too is more than caw be faid 
on the behalf of our Ceremonies 3 for there 
is no ſuch, either Decency, or Conyeniency 
in the uſe of them, 

But yet for all this Chriſt here oppoſes 
and condemns this Tradition , which 
brings me to the laſt Point to be LD 


unto, _ 


4+ And laſtly, (se8. x7.) The Defence, 
Plea or Vindication that Chriſt makes in 
the behalf of his Diſciples in this particy- 
lar ; which is (2) by way of Retortion, of 
Recrimination, Why do you alſo trasſgreſs rhe 
command of God by your tradition, Marth. 15, 3. 

2) By way of Reprebenſion, or taxing them! 

r theic hypocrifie, Mark, 7. 8. He anſwered 
and ſaid wy them, YYel 
fied of you lypocrites, &c. ' (3) By way of 
tnſtru#ion to the people, Meh. ty. ro. "Aa 
Fogtrar the mateitnde. and fald nave rh, Err 
and underſtand, &c. 

1, By way of Retortion, 6f Kecridduaion, 
VFhy do 10u alſo wanſgreſs the Conomend yo 


HIS 5S 


YE TEgTz 5: 


% 
«tj jour Tradition ? For God commanded, ſa- 
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ing, &c. They accuſe the Diſciples for tranſ- 
eſling the Tradition of the Elders, and 
hriſt accuſes them for tranſgrefſing the 
Commaad of God, by their obſervin theſe 
Traditions ; which was certainly much more 
blame-worthy than the other, And here 1 
obſerye, 

(1) That in thoſe words, v, 3. he under- 
mines the yery foundation upon which all 
this tottering ding of Traditions ſtood; 
For it was 2 prigciple among them, That 
the Traditions of the Elders were to be ob- 
ſerved moſt religiouſly, withour any excep- 
tion, contradihon, or diſpute ; bur- now 
Chriſt here proyes, That ſome of their Tra- 
ditions did palpably and evid-ntly contra- 
dit and enterfere with the Law of God ; and 
therefore were not all of *emſo ſtrit. 
ly and inviolably to be obſerved, as they 
held, And then, | 

(2) As to this particular inſtance he 
gives, v. 4--6. 1 obſerye, He does not fo 
mach reply to their particular queſtion , 
nor argue again this Tradition ia parti- 
cular , which the Phariſees here ſtood up 
for , but chuſes rather to inſtance ig one 
which did more evideacly and by plain con- 
ſequence overthrow one of the Commands 

God: fo that hereby He ſeems to me 
plainly to intimate, and infinuate, Thar all 

L 3 ſuch 


*_ .- WF . 
Fuch Traditions, i. &. Eccleſiaſtical Coons; 
Conſtitutions, ImuxRions, aud obligatory Deter= 
minations , concerning unneceſſary things , 
( whereby men endeavour to render that 
pr:tice neceſſary, which God has left free) 
are contrary to the Law of God, and con- 
ſ-quently invalid and on - obligatory. 
Underſtand ir, of what is not neceflary, 
neither 10 its 6wn Nature, nor by any Cir- 
cumſtance; according to what has been de. 
livered in the foregoing Diſcourſe, Now 
that this is the drift of Chriſt in theſe words, 
I prove thus : 

Either He does here by this one inſtance 
argue againſt, and condemn all Tr-ditions in 
general, as well as this one, or he does not. 
If he does not, then his arguing 1s incon- 
ſequent and unconcluding, as to the point 
in hind: For the Phaniſees migket reply» 
W:11 ! ſuppoſe you can pick out one Tradi- 
tion, which you ſay does plainly derogate 
from a Cotnmand of God, yet what's that 
to the caſe before us > This that we implead 
your Diſciples for, is none of thoſe , but 
founded upon a particular law; and therefore 
that ſtands firm, and ought tq be obſeryed, 
as not liable to this exception ; and ſo, they 
are guilty for not obſerving it. But now 
that Chriſt ſhguld argue thus looſely and 
incoherently, is by no means to be admirred: 
Skall He who gave to man the faculty 6f 
wr'mas' ?? 1 ' on, 


«t* 
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* Reaſon, be defeRtive in any point of Reaſon 


himſelf > As the Pſalmitt argues concern« 
ing God's Knowledge and Providence, Pſal. 
94+ 9, To. He that planted tbe ear, ſhall not be 
bear ? He that formed the eye , ſball be not ſee ? 
-— He that teaches man knowledge, ſhall not be 
brow? So may we ſay in this caſe. True, 
the Reaſon of Chriſt's diſcourſes ſometimes 
lies very deep, that it's hard for us to fathom 
it with our ſhort underſtandings , and to 
attain to a clear apprehenſion of it : but 
however, we cannot without blaſphemy 
admit of any flaw in it, or deny it to be firm, 
valid and concluding, 

But then, if He did here argue againſt 
all ſuch Traditions 1o general, my Obſer- 
vation ſtands good, and I have gained my 
Point, And hence it will follow, 

(3) That to obſerve ſuch Traditions, 
and Inſtitutions, is ſo far from being a Duty, 
that it is a fin ; becauſe thereby the Law of 
God is traaſgreſſed. 


SeT, 18. xz; Chriſt's Reply is by way of 
Reprehenſion, and raxing their hyp , 
Math, 15. 7--9, Te hypocrites, 8c, Jne _ 
ple indeed had a great yeneratioa for them, 
and lookt upon as great Deyoto's and 
Religioniſts : but Chriſt puts off their vizor, 
uncovers their nakedneſs, and lays open their 
hypocriſie ; and that, by applying to them 

L 4 that 
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that prophecie of Iſaiah, This people draws 
nigh, i, e, they pretend a great deal 
of Religion in their outward carriage, and 
ſcem to be very diligent in all external du- 
ties, but all 1s bur from the teeth outward: 
their Religion is but a meer carkaſs, with- 
out any he, or ſoul, or ſpirit in it ; the 
heart 1s m_ Here he opens the feyn- 
tain of this eyil, which was, The placing 
all Religion in outward ceremonies, and ſu- 
perſticious obſeryances. 

V.g. But in vain dothey morſbip me? 1. C. 
They ſhall not only not get any good by 
ſuch worſhip, but ſhall bring upon thein- 
ſelves the wrath of God, and conſequently 
a great deal of evil and miſchief, by their 
thus --teaching for Dofrines) i e, inſtead of 
Dodrines, the commandments of men. ] The 
word [Dedrize] is uſually taken for thoſe 
points either of Faith or Duty, which are 
delivered in Preaching z and here it muſt re- 
' late, particularly, to matters of worſhip, as 

is nie. both becauſe that is the buſineſs 
in hand, which Chriſt is here ſpeaking of ; 
and alſo, by comparing theſe words wirh 
thoſe of Jſaiab, whence they are taken, viz. 
Ia 19. 13. where the words run thus: --and 
their fear towards me ts 1aught by the precepts 
of men, Their fear towards me , i. e. their 
worſhip of me; as fear is taken, 2 King. 
17. 32, 33. And then by [tbe commendments 
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ders before mentioned ; what he calls 
traditions] and [| yoar own traditions] betore, 
here he calls [the commendnenss of men.) i.e. 
All fuch humane inventions and inſtitutions 
ia God's worſhip, which haye no good 
ground, nor warrant from the Word of 
God, though they may pretend ſome, Zs 
que fundeomemum babent in perſudſione mere 
bumand, & nos divinitus tradita, faith Gro- 
tins, 

So that the ſenſe of the whole clauſe is 
this,--Teacbing for Dodrines the command- 
ments of men] i. e, By their thus preaching 
up, and prefling the obſervation of their 
Traditions and humane Inyentions in the 
worſhip of God, inſtead of thoſe things 
which are of divine Inſtitution and Appoint- 
ment, they render their worſhip vain. 'Tis 
the property of Scripture alone to be pro- 
fitable for Dofrine, 2 Tim. 3. 16, Hence Ti- 
tus 1s required to ſhow uncorruptueſs in do- 
frine; Tit.z. 7. i.e. to deliver the pure truths 
of God not daſhed with the water, nor al- 
loy'd with the lead of humane inventions, 
whereby 'tis corrupted, as wine is with wa- 
ter, and gold with - So that, as the mat- 
ter of all our Teaching is laid down Poſi- 
tively, in that Commiſſion, Marth. 28. ulc. 
Teaching them to obſerve whatſoever I beve com- 
manded you : So here, teaching and urging 
aoy 


any thing in the worſhip of God, not only* 
contrary to, but beſides, the Word, is con- 
demned in theſe words by Chtiſt ; and they 
that take their meaſures in Worſhip, from 
che Commandments of men, their worſhi 
is vain, bootleſs, and unprofitable, yea mat. 
chieyous and abominable : And ſuch per- 
ſons -Chriſt pronounces to be Hypocntes ; 
and ſuch we muſt rake 'em for, except we 
will contradit his judgement. Your zea- 
lous affertors of, and grear ſticklers for, the 
obſervation of humane inventions in God's 
worſhip, 'are great hypocrites in Chriſt's 
account ; and they that urge and impoſe 
ſuch things as ſtriily, or more ſtriftly than 
the obſervation of divine Inſtitutions, are 
guilty of groſs hypocrifie, whatever they 
prerend, as to Decency, Uniformity, Autho- 
rity, or the like. For, though a praftice be 
really a matter of Decency avd Convent». 
ency, and thereupon ſome Rules and Dire- 
Qions may be given by Authority about it; 
yet it ought not to be enjoyn'd as ſtriftly, 
or as much ſtreſs laid upon it, as upon the 
ſubſtantials and vitals of Worſhip: as for 
example, In point of Time, or Place, or Ge-= 
ſture, or Habit, "tis to be ſuppoſed, and I 
think we may well take it for granted, that 
generally, neither Miniſters nor People are 
fluch bruits, and ſo yoid of underſtanding, 
25 to perform Duties with ſuch undue Cir- 
cumltances, 
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* - cumſtances, at ſuch inconyenient Times, in 
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ſach inconvenient Places, with ſuch rude 
Poſtures, in ſuch undecenr Habits, as ma 
render the ſervice, or worſhip anecieaty 
undecent, and wholly unproficable, and in- 
conſiſtent with the Glory of God, and the 
y__ Souls : or, if any particulars ſhould 
guilty of ſuch foul miſcarriages, then ler 
Governours take natice thereot, and cen- 
ſure offenders proportionably to the deme- 
rit of the crime ; and not perdere ſubſtay- 
tiem propter accidemia , imbroil the whole 
Church by, and filence hundreds or thou. 
ſands of inoffenfive Miniſters for non-com- 
pliance with, Impoſitions about ſuch mat- 
ters. Certainly the greateſt eyil that can be 
imagin'd tofollow upon ſome irregular, un. 
due, circumſtantial miſcarriage in worſhip, 
is not proportionable to the thouſandth 
rt of that miſchief which we have always 
ound has follow'd upon theſe Impoſitions. 


Se. 19. 3. The laſt method that Chriſt 
uſes for the Vindica'ion of his' Diſciples for 
their Non-conformity to this Impoſition, is 
by way of Inſtruftion, to inform the people, 
What it is that really and properly does 
pollute a man, .Matth. 15. 19-20. Mark 7. 
14--23. Where, as before he undermin'd 
the foundation of all their Traditions ia 
general, ſo here he oyerthrows the ground. 
_Sa_y work 
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work of this Tradition in particular, by, 
teaching and proving, that cating with ug- *Þ . 
waſhen defiles not a man, Marth, 15.20. 
and if ſo, theu there's no need to waſh be- 
fore meat. But this being beſides my pre- 
ſent deſign, 1 ſhall give it a diſcharge from 
any r attendance, And, 


SeB. 20, For a cloſe of all, I hall wind 
up the ſubſtance of all that has been ſaid in 
2 narrow compals, Here was (1) A law, 
Precept, InjunRion, Conſtitution, or call 
it what you will, it was ſomething they look't 
upon as obligatory ; and that (z) made by 
lawful authority, yea, the Supreme authority 
of the Nation : and this (3) about a lawful 
matter, vis. that which was not anywhere 
forbidden by the Law of God, nor contrary 
to any command ; yea (4) it was 2 matter 
of civil Decency ; and ) that which they 
pretended ſome ground from Scripture for; 
And yet for all this (s) this Law or Com- 
med did not oblige-: for then the negle& 
thereof would have been blame-worthy ; 
which yet it was not, as appears by Chriſt's 
Vindication of his Diſciples for it : though 
they did not obey this Command, nor obſerye 
this Cuſtom, yer he does not in the leaſt blame 
'Fm for it. Nay, 

(7) The Obſervation of it upon ſuch an 
account, Was not only not neceflary, bur 
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unlawful ; as , in that Chriſt blames 
and raxes the Phariſees fos this and ſuch like 
obſervances ; and therefore (Laffly) noxcon- 
formity herein was ſo far from being a fin, 
that it was their Duty, and Conformity or 
Drpnooied been a fin ; from all which 
I infer, That 

A lawful praffice, enjoyn'd by lawfal Au- 
thority, is not thereby, and purely on that account, 
made neceſſary: but there is ſomething elſe 
required, viz. That the matter of the law 
be neceſſary antecedently to the law, cither 
in its own Neture, or in reſpe of ſome 
C __ (as has been ſhewed in the fore- 
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irc 
going. ourſe about Iadifferencies), or elſe 
it obliges nor. 
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